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AB 2283 Vetoed by Governor

AB 2283 made it through the CA Legislature and to the Governor’s Desk but was vetoed the weekend of September 25th by Governor Schwarzenegger who said the following:

“I am returning Assembly Bill 2283 without my signature.

Ensuring that persons have access to information and referral to social services is of great importance to me.   However, it is premature to enact legislation that requires federal funding that has yet to be enacted by Congress.

The California Public Utilities Commission has begun the process of implementing “2-1-1” and will continue with its work in this area until the Congressional bill is enacted.”

Thank you for all of your support with this legislation.  Special thanks to our Bill Author Assemblywoman Judy Chu and co-authors Senator Alpert, Assembly Members Ridley-Thomas and Wiggins for successfully moving this through the legislature on our behalf.   It is because of all the grassroots and political support that we were able to garner that the legislation got as far as it did.  Although this decision is disappointing, we are prepared to work harder next year to get 2-1-1 legislation in CA.  Funding through the federal Calling for 2-1-1 Act will not likely be released until next year should the legislation pass.  Therefore, we still have time to officially designate a lead entity for 2-1-1 in CA and a funding mechanism to distribute the federal funds.

Representative Mary Bono Supports the Calling for 2-1-1 Act

Congratulations to Assemblyman John Benoit, United Way of the Desert and Volunteer Center of Riverside County on their joint efforts to secure Representative Bono as a Co-Sponsor for the Calling for 2-1-1 Act.  Great Job!

In order for this legislation to move forward, half of all Legislators have to be on board this Fall and CA has 23 that we need to target to gain their support.  An easy way for you to help is to call United Way of America’s    1-888-PASS211 today and ask your legislators to support “The Calling for 2-1-1 Act” – HR311 and S1630.  Please ask your staff, board, and 2-1-1 steering committees to make calls.  Numbers will make the difference!  For information on the legislation and talking points for meeting with your legislators, go to www.211.org.

CAIRS Announces MOU with United Ways of California


At the 2004 CAIRS Annual Conference, CAIRS announced the formalization of the CAIRS / United Ways of California partnership to jointly bring 2-1-1 to California. 

Change in CAIRS 2-1-1 Staff

CAIRS is sorry to announce the end of full-time grant funding for Lynn Pesely, the 2-1-1 CA Statewide Coordinator. Lynn has been the glue for the California 2-1-1 development effort over the past year and her excellent work was recognized by CAIRS on September 20 when she received the Professional Award of Excellence. Lynn will continue to work on the 2-1-1 effort in California through limited contracts with CAIRS and United Way and is available as a consultant to assist agencies with 2-1-1 implementation and to increase I&R and I&A effectiveness across the state.  
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