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California Alliance of Information and Referral Services 

2-1-1 California – Action Update Volume 27, July 27, 2004


Representative Lois Capps Co-Sponsors 2-1-1 Act 

Congratulations to the joint efforts of Family Service Agency in Santa Barbara County, Ventura County United Way, and Interface Children and Family Services of Ventura County on securing Representative Lois Capps as a co-sponsor of the Calling for 2-1-1 Act.  We are now up to 22 California co-sponsors.  Nationally there are 29 Senate co-sponsors and 120 House co-sponsors.  Keep up the good work California!  

In order for this legislation to move forward, half of all Legislators have to be on board and CA has 25 that we need to target to gain their support.  An easy way for you to help is to call United Way of America’s 1-888-PASS211 today and ask your legislators to support “The Calling for 2-1-1 Act” – HR311 and S1630.  Please ask your staff, board, and 2-1-1 steering committees to make calls.  Numbers will make the difference!  For more information on the legislation and talking points for meeting with your legislators, go to www.211.org.

AB 2283 Assigned to Senate Appropriations Committee

AB2283 was introduced on April 19th by author Assembly Member Chu and principal co-author Assembly Member Ridley-Thomas.  Co-authors include:  Senators Romero and Alpert, and Assembly Members Wiggins, Lieber, and Horton.  The legislation will authorize a state agency to designate a lead entity for 2-1-1 in California which will strengthen the 2-1-1 system throughout the State and provide a mechanism for allocation of Federal funds. For more information on the legislation, go to www.cairs.org. 

We need your help to ensure that AB 2283 makes it through the Senate Appropriations Committee.  To sign your agency on as a supporter of AB 2283, please go to the CAIRS website at www.cairs.org and download the coalition letter.

 To sign on to the coalition letter 1) e-mail the letter with your digital signature or 2) fax the letter with your handwritten signature. Please do not leave out your signature. Only signed letters will be accepted by the Legislature. Please leave at least one inch of space around signature and include your typed name, organization, if any, mailing address and phone number. Send e-mail to: lynch@sl.net. Send faxes to: (916) 443-7353.

2-1-1 – The National Status

2-1-1 serves approximately 90 million Americans in 26 states- over 32% of the US population.  Thank you to Lori Warrens, who has left her position as Executive Director of AIRS, for all of her great work over the years.  

 CAIRS 25 Anniversary - Annual Conference and Board Reunion – San Francisco

Save the date for CAIRS Annual Conference - September 20th, 2004!  Following the success of last year’s Annual Conference in Pasadena, CAIRS is again planning to offer an expanded course curriculum.  AIRS and NASUA are scheduled to present workshops.  In honor of our 25th Anniversary, CAIRS is hosting a board reunion to recognize the great accomplishments the almost 100 CAIRS board members have made since the start of CAIRS in 1979.  More information is available on the CAIRS website at www.cairs.org. 
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