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Who ya gonna call if you need help with rent, children, food?
Fresno County residents can dial 2-1-1 for referrals.

We all know to call 9-1-1 when grandpa's bleeding, when a robber steals the rent money, when
the baby can't breathe, when the bedroom's on fire.

But what do you dial when the family budget's hemorraging red ink, when your stomach hurts
because there's no food for breakfast, when you need emergency child care, when you've
been fired and need a new job?

People who live in Fresno County can memorize a three-digit number -- 2-1-1 -- to get help.

There are more agencies, programs, departments and organizations available to help Fresno
County people than any one person could ever keep track of.

The 211 call center sorts through all that. The program, operated by United Way of Fresno
County, connects residents to hundreds of public and private services that can make life easier
if you're strugglng. For example:

-- Food banks.

-- Affordable housing.
-- Rent assistance.

-- Child care.

-- Elder care.

-- Financial education.

-- Volunteering.
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